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CHAPTER (Concluded.)

THE STRUGGLE WITH NEW YORK.—CONTINUED.

The following March came John Munro’s attack on Remember
Baker, an act which stirred the spirit of the settlers to the utmost. Sooa

after this, Surveyor Campbell went with one Hugh Munro, whom Ira

Allen calls an old offender, to survey a tract of land in Rupert, when,,

according to the York account, the party was seized by Cochran and

others who “conducted them to their tribunal as if they had been

malefactors, where after deliberating upon their fates it was resolved

to chastise them severely. Sergeant Munro and the chain bearers

were beat with clubs unmercifully; but to the deputy surveyor they

showed a little more lenity, and he received only three blows from

Cochran.” The account further states that Cochran boasted of his

exploits, saying he was a son of Robin Hood and would follow his

mode of life, which sentiment was received with great applause by

his party, and that “after this treatment, and every species of deri-

sion, Mr. Campbell and his assistants were conducted in triumph,

several miles, and then dismissed with a solemn denunciation that,

death would be their doom if they presumed to return.” Ira Allen

states that “Hugh Munro was whipped with bush twigs until he^

fainted.”

In June, 1773, Colonel Reid put in several Scotch emigrants tO’

occupy his land and mill premises at the present site of Vergennes..

They found them occupied by several persons claiming under the

New Hampshire charter, but Reid dispossessed them, repaired the

mill, put up several log huts for his tenants and left for New York..

Scarce two months passed when (Aug. ii, 1773) Ethan Allen, Seth

Warner and Remember Baker appeared with a hundred followers

and warned the Scotchmen to depart. As soon as their effects were

removed the huts were burned, the mill was pulled down and the

mill-stones broken and thrown down the falls. Several affidavits of
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the ejected Scotchmen, taken at the time, give a lively illustration of

the methods of the Green Mountain Boys, due allowance being made
for the term “mob,” which, it is needless to say, was the designation

of the band by the New York claimants, and not their own. Accord-

ing to these sworn statements the Green Mountain ^Boys carried on in

a most boisterous and swaggering manner, boasting that they were a

mob and defying the power of New York, that Baker said “jhe lived

out of the bounds of the law—his gun was his law; that he despised

everything the New York government could do; that they were

resolved never to allow any person claiming under New York to

settle in that part of the province. Hcjtore the bolting cloth belong-

ing to the mill in pieces, and distributed it among the mob to wear in

their hats as cockades or trophies of their victory,” When asked for

his commission for doing the work he was then about, he held up his

hand from which the thumb had been cut off in the attack of John

Munro, saying “ that was his commission.” Also that Allen, being

asked his name that it might be given to Colonel Reid, declared that

his name was Ethan Allen, captain of the mob; that he and his com-

panions were a lawless mob, their law being mob law; that if any of

Colonel Reid’s settlers offered thereafter to build a house and keep

possession, the Green Mountain Boys would burn their houses and

whip them into the bargain
;
and when one of the tenants said he

meant to build a house and keep possession, Allen told him that if he

attempted such a thing he would have him ‘
‘ tied to a tree and

skinned alive
;

” and that Allen and several others declared that if

they could but catch Colonel Reid, they would cut his head i _

Several of these Green Mountain Boys were from Adcison, in

which town one David Wooster had a void York grant of 3,000 acres.

On their return home these Addison men found Wooster with his

sheriff serving writs of ejectment on those living on the land he

claimed. Their indignation rose to the highest pitch, that while they

had been driving off those holding title under New York, their own

homes had been invaded. They took Wooster and his sheriff and

tied them to a tree and threatened to give them the beech seal.

After blustering a good deal, and finding that his threats of New York

law did not scare them, Wooster gave in, took up his writs and left

with his sheriff, promising never to disturb the settlers again.

On information of these proceedings, Tryon, by advice of his

council, requested Gen. Haldimand, then in command of the British

forces, “to order a sufficient number of troops to occupy the posts

of Ticonderoga and Crown Point, to give such aid to the civil magis-
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trate as he should from time to time require for the preservation of

the public peace and the due execution of the laws.” This General

Haldimand declined to do; whereupon Tryon appealed to Lord

Dartmouth, who promptly replied that the requisition was not under

all the circumstances approved.” Thus ended the second attempt of

the New York claimants to enforce their alleged titles by the regular

military power.

Failing to assert their claims by force, the New Yorkers sought to

obtain a foothold on the disputed lands by setting the settlers against

each other. Some who were deemed influential were presented with

New York titles in confirmation of the original ones from New Hamp-
shire, while others were appointed to office under the New York

government, thereby being touched by a motive which even now is

not wholly without power. Among these, Jacob Marsh of Social-

borough was made justice of the peace for the new county of Char-

lotte, and Benjamin Spencer of Durham was lifted to the position of

assistant judge of the court of common pleas.

Spencer is represented by Ira Allen in his history as “an artful,

intriguing and designing man.” He had been an active agent of Mr.

Duane andjhis patentees of Socialborough in their efforts to get pos-

session of the lands held by the settlers and claimants under the New
Hampshire charters of Rutland and Pittsford. His name was at the

head of-^the petition to the governor for the patent of Durham, and

he was one of the principal actors in obtaining it. He was in close

correspondence with Duane
;

and his letters, some of which have

been preserved, although they evince a strong feeling of hostility and

prejudice against the New Hampshire claimants, throw some light on

the nature and character of the controversy in that section of the

disputed district. Under date of April ii, 1772, he had written

Duane from Durham, as follows: “Sir,—The people of Socialbor-

ough decline buying of their land, saving four or five, and say they

will defend it by force. The people that settled under Lydius’s title

and those that have come in this spring have agreed for their land.

The New Hampshire men strictly forbid any further survey being

made only under the New Hampshire title, which riotous spirit has

prevented many inhabitants settling this spring. You may ask why
I do not proceed against them in a due course of law, but you need

not wonder when I tell you it has got to that the people go armed,

and guards are set in the roads to examine people, what their busi-

ness is and where they are going, and if they do not give a particular

account they are beaten in a most shameful manner, and it has got to
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that they say they will not be brought to justice by this province,

and they bid defiance to any authority in the province. We are

threatened at a distance of being turned off our lands or our crops

destroyed. * * * i hope the survey of our patent may not be
stopped on account of this tumult, as we shall labor under a great

disadvantage if our lands^re not divided this spring. I look upon it

to be dangerous for Mr. Cockburn to come into the country until those

people can be subdued. * * * One Ethan Allen hath brought from
Connecticut twelve or fifteen of the most blackguard fellows he can
get, double armed, in order to protect him, and if some method is

not taken to subdue the towns of Bennington, Shaftsbury, Arlington,

Manchester and those people in Socialborough and others scattered

about the woods, there had as good be an end of the government. I

am, with all due regard, your humble servant,

Benjamin Spencer.”
In another letter to Duane in May following, Spencer wrote

:

“The tumults have got to such a height, both in Socialborough and
from Bennington to Manchester, that I cannot travel about to do my
lawful business

;
indeed, I cannot with safety travel two miles from

home. I am threatened daily of having my house burnt over my
head, and the rest of the inhabitants driven out of their possessions

in Durham. If we are not relieved by government, I know not what
our fate must be. The Hampshire people swear that no man shall

stay on these disputed lands that favors the government in any shape
whatever. The people of Socialborough prevent any settlements at

present, swearing they will shoot the first man that attempts to settle

under a title derived from New York, although there are many
desirous of purchasing.”

An incident occurred about this time so significant of the spirit

of the settlers and of the imminence of actual war as to deserve

special notice. Information, supposed to be reliable, had been
received at Bennington that Governor Tryon was on his way from
New York to Albany by water, with a body of British regulars, to

reduce them to submission. Upon which a general meeting of the

committees of safety and military officers was speedily held, at which,
after due deliberation, it was unanimously resolved “that it was their

duty to oppose Governor Tryon and his troops to the utmost of their

power, and thereby to convince him and his council that they were
punishable by the Green Mountain Boys for disobeying his majesty’s

prohibitory order of July, 1767.” A plan of action was agreed upon.

Two pieces of cannon and a mortar were brought from the old fort at
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East Hoosick ( Williamstown)
,
with powder and ball, the military

were warned to, be in readiness, and every preparation for a vigorous

defence was made. It proved, however, to be a false alarm. The

troops were destined for Oswego and other western posts, and the

governor was not with them.

The primary rule of conduct of the settlers rested upon a letter

of Mr. Samuel Robinson, written just before his lamented death from

small-pox in London in October, 1767. He wrote that he had

obtained the best advice in his power in regard to the conduct to be

pursued by the settlers, and that it was “to fulfil the duty required

in your grants made by Wentworth that are not yet meddled with by

New York; for if Wentworth’s charters should not be held good,

then the land would be the king’s, and he never dispossessed any

settlers. And where New York has made grants, give up no posses-

sion till they come in course of law, and then apply for a special jury

for the trial of each case, and if the request is refused it will be better

for us here to have the application made to both the judges and the

governor.
’’

Shortly after the attempt at reconciliation had terminated in

failure (in the fall of 1772), came the capture of Benjamin Stevens,

the York surveyor, by Ira Allen, Remember Baker and their party at

Winooski. On their return to New York the surveying party laid

before the council a statement of the outrages they had suffered, in

very strong terms, stating that they had been “stripped of their

property and effects, insulted and threatened, and John Dunbar

thrown into the fire, bound and burned and otherwise beat and

abused' in a cruel manner. ’’ Most of these wrongs rvere imaginary,

but no one was there to contradict. Thereupon the council advised

the governor “that it be recommended to Mr. Chief Justice Hors-

manden to issue his warrant to apprehend the said Baker and Allen

for the offence of which they stand charged, and that his excellency

should promise a reward of one hundred pounds for apprehending

each of the offenders, to be paid to the person or persons by whom
they should be apprehended and brought before the Chief Justice.”

A proclamation to that effect was issued, with the usual nugatory

result.

The new officers appointed in Socialborough and Durham under

New York were naturally zealous to establish their authority, and to

make good the York titles in their vicinity. If the Yorkers could

establish their jurisdiction and authority over these two patents they

would not only deprive the New Hampshire claimants of all their
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lands therein (Rutland, Pittsford and Clarendon), but would gain

such a foothold as might enable them to secure the final overthrow
of all the New Hampshire charters. But this the settlers were quick
to see and prompt to remedy. They resolved in council that none of

these New York officers should be allowed to act, and that they
should be required to recognize the New Hampshire title by pur-

chasing and holding under it
;
and that forcible means, if necessary,

should be resorted to for carrying these resolutions into effect.

Accordingly the Green Mountain Boys, with Ethan Allen at their

head, visited Durham early in the fall of 1773, and urged the com-
pliance of the York officers and claimants, admonishing them that

upon refusal force would be used. Spencer kept out of the way.
No violence was used, but threats and warnings were freely thrown
out in the hope that the Yorkers would be frightened into submis-

sion. But the settlers were disappointed
;
the justices persisted in

issuing writs against the New Hampshire men, York officers con-

tinued to act, and the claimants, led by Spencer, Marsh, and Samson
Jenny, who had been appointed coroner, loudly advocated the

York title.

But again Allen appeared at the head of more than one hundred
armed Green Mountain Boys. They captured Spencer late at night

and took him to Smith’s tavern in Durham. Next morning at his

own request he was taken back to his own house for trial, and the

whole neighborhood assembled to witness the proceeding. Ethan
Allen addressed the multitude, informing them that “the proprietors

of the New Hampshire grants had 'appointed himself, Seth Warner,
Remember Baker and Robert Cochran to inspect and set things in

order, and to see that there be no intruders on the grants,”'—declar-

ing among other things that “Durham had become a hornet’s nest

which must be broken up.” Allen, Warner, Baker and Cochran
took their places as judges, and Spencer was ordered to stand before

them, take off his hat and pisten to the accusations. “Allen then

charged him with cuddling with the land jobbers of New York to pre-

vent the claimants of the New Hampshire rights from holding the

lands they claimed, and with issuing a warrant as justice contrary o;

their orders
;
and Remember Baker charged him with having accepted

a commission as magistrate, in the colony of New York, and of having

acted as magistrate in pursuance thereof, contrary to their orders,

and of having represented their bad conduct in a letter by him wrote

and sent to New York, and of having conveyed a piece of land by
title derived under a grant obtained in the colony of New York, and



DRASTIC MEASURES OF DEFENSE ii

with endeavoring to seduce and inveigle the people to be subject to

the laws and government of the colony of New York.” He was

found guilty of all these offences, his house was declared a nuisance

and ordered to be burned down, and he was ordered to promise that

he would not in future act as a justice under New York. But upon

Spencer’s throwing himself upon the mercy of the court, and urging

that if his house and his stock of dry goods he had therein were

burned, he and his wife and children would be made shelterless beg-

gars, the sentence was reconsidered ;
and it was adjudged that the

roof of the house be lifted off, but that it might be put on again if

Spencer would purchase a Hampshire title (w'hich they took care

should be furnished him at nominal cost)
;
should declare that the

roof was put on under that title, and should promise not to act again

as magistrate. This sentence was carried out and complied with, and

Spencer w^as discharged. The house of Coroner Jenny was visited,

and being found deserted, it w^as burned to the ground.

A part of the company met Justice Jacob Marsh at Arlington, as

he was on his way from New Socialborough, took him and put him on

trial before a Green Mountain Boy court consisting of Samuel Tubbs,

Nathaniel Spencer and Philip Perry. His trial was Nov. 25, 1773.

Seth Warner and Remember Baker were his accusers, and Baker

urged the beech seal, but his advice did not prevail. The sentence

was that he should encourage settlements under New Hampshire titles

and discourage those under New York; and act no more as justice

on pain of having his house burned and his person punished at their

pleasure. When he got home he found that the roof of his house

had been publicly taken off. A day or two later Charles Button, a

constable of Durham, was tried for acting in that office under New

York authority, threatened with the beech seal, compelled to pay a

fine of six shillings and to promise that he wmald never execute any

precept under the province of New York. Both Marsh and Button

were furnished with certificates to save them from further molesta-

tion
;
and those who were compelled to buy a New Hampshire title

were furnished with letters to enable them to purchase at such prices

“as new lands were valued at the time they purchased them, and

the sellers were w^arned to charge no more.
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D

CHAPTER VI.

THE BLOODY EDICT.

THOMAS RO\^T,EY, BENNINGTOX, 1 7 74 .

“ When Csesar reignfed King at Rome
St. Paul was sent to hear his doom

;

But Roman laws, in a criminal case,

Must have the accuser face to face,

Or Csesar gives a flat denial.

—

But here’s a law made now of late.

Which destines man to awful fate.

And hangs and damns without a trial.”

HE proceedings of the Green Mountain Boys, of which the fore-

going are leading specimens, were brought to the attention of

the New York Assembly the next January (1774), by the petition of

Benjamin Hough of Socialborough, with affidavits. It was referred

to a committee from w'hich Crean Brush (member from Cumberland
county) on the 5th of February reported as follows:

“That the said Committee, having taken into consideration the

petition of Benjamin Hough, in behalf of himself and many of his

Majesty’s subjects, inhabiting the county of Charlotte, and the north-

eastern district of the county of Albany, complaining of many acts of

outrage, cruelty and oppression, committed against their persons and
properties, by the Bennington Mob, and the dangers and injuries to

which they are dail}^ exposed, and imploring that this house will take

them under their protection, and secure them against future violence;

and the said Committee, having also duly considered the several

proofs and depositions presented in support of the truth of the said

petition, do therefore resolve,

“ I. That it appears to this Committee, that there at present pre-

vails in part of the county of Charlotte, and in the northeastern

district of the county of Albany, a dangerous and destructive spirit of

riot and licentiousness, subversive of all order and good government;
and that it is become an intolerable grievance, which requires imme-
diate redress.
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“2. Resolved, That it appears to this Committee, that many acts

of outrage, cruelty and oppression have been there perpetrated by a

number of lawless persons, calling themselves the Bennington Mob,

who have seized, insulted and terrified several magistrates and other

civil officers, so that they dare not exercise their respective functions;

rescued prisoners for debt, assumed to themselves military commands

and judicial power
;
burned and demolished the houses and property

,

and beat and abused the persons of many of his Majesty’s subjects;

expelled them from their possessions, and put a period to the admin-

istration of justice, and spread terror and destruction through that

part of the country which is exposed to their oppression.

“ 3. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the

complainants before this house, and others, who inhabit part of that

colony, and from respect to government will not countenance or be

concerned in the said riotous proceedings, are exposed, from the vio-

lence of the rioters, to imminent danger, both in persons and prop-

erties
;

and that they stand in need of immediate protection and

succour.

“4. Resolved, That it appears to this Committee, that Ethan

Allen, Seth Warner, Remember Baker, Robert Cochran, Peleg Sun-

derland, Silvanus Brown, John Breakenridge and John Smith, are

principal ring-leaders of, and actors in, the riots and disturbances

aforesaid; and that it is, therefore, the opinion of this Committee,

that an humble address be presented to his Excellency, desiring that

he would be pleased to issue a proclamation offering a reward of fifty

pounds for apprehending and securing any or either of the persons

above named, in his Majesty’s gaol in Albany
;
and commanding the

magistrates and other civil officers of the counties of Albany and

Charlotte to be active and vigilant in suppressing the said riots, and

preserving the public peace and good order, as well as for bringing

to justice the perpetrators and authors of said riots.

“5. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee that a

bill be brought in, more effectually to suppress the said riotous and

disorderly proceedings, maintain the free course of justice, and for

bringing the offenders to condign punishment.

“ Which report he read in his place and afterwards delivered it in

at the table, where the said resolutions were severally read a second

time
;
and it was resolved that this house doth agree with the Com-

mittee in their said resolutions.

“ Ordered, that a bill be brought in pursuant to the last resolu-

tion, and that Mr. Brush and Col. Ten Broeck prepare and bring in
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the same. Ordered, that Capt. De Lancey and Mr. Walton wait on
his Excellency the Governor with the foregoing address and resolu-
tions of the house.”

These resolutions with the action of the house thereon were
published in the New York Mercur}^, and were met by the people of
the New Hampshire grants as shown by the following record.

“ At a General Meeting of the Committees for the several town-
ships on the west side of the range of Green Mountains, granted
under the great seal of the Province of New' Hampshire, held at the
house of Eliakim Wellers, in Manchester, on the ist day of March,
A. D. 1774, and aftenvards, by adjournment, at the house of Capt.
Jehiel Hawley, in Arlington, on the third Wednesday of the same
month, at which several times and places, the New York Mercury,
No. 1163, was produced, which contains an extract from the votes
and proceedings of the General Assembly of the Colony of New
York, which is as follows, viz. :

\Here follow the Resolutions, as given above1]

“ Mr. Nathan Clark, chairman of the Committee of the New
Hampshire settlers aforesaid, ordered the clerk to read the resolves
and votes aforesaid to the general Committee, which was accordingly
read sundiy times, and the following draught being presented in

answer thereto to the publick meeting
;
seven persons were selected

and chosen out of the said general Committee to examine the same,
and report their opinion thereon, which here follow's

:

“ ‘When we consider the numberless troubles and almost insur-
mountable difficulties which our infant settlements have been forced
to struggle with, since its first beginning, which have been occasioned
by an unequal and biased administration of law, ever since our
unhappy misfortune of being annexed to a government in which the
interests of the greater part of the leading gentlemen thereof are in

direct opposition to ours. The tyrannical measures they take to
enslave us (we hope) will not fail to justify us in the following argu-
ments and resolves thereon; for we think it an intolerable hardship,
and piece of inhuman cruelty, that we cannot be said to give sufficient

proof of our loyalty and obedience to government but at the resigna-
tion of our whole fortunes, in the purchase and improvement of
which we have suffered an infinity of hardship. While we view the
spirit of the general assembly in their resolves, we cannot but reflect

with some regret on what may, of consequence, prove the result

(without an alteration) of their present opinion; but there are scarce
any circumstances that entirely exclude hope

;
therefore we are not
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yet in total despair
;

for this moment we happily call to mind that

the general assembly of the same province, about two years ago, did

annex all that part of the Bay Province, west of Connecticut River,

to that unlimited county of Albany; but their avaricious grappling

not being of a sufficient strength for such an unreasonable burthen,

it failed, by which they lost their ideal booty.
“ ‘The reader will doubtless observe that in the resolves of the

assembly aforesaid there is not a single word mentioned in regard to

the title of the land contested for, but that they level all their spleen

and point all their malice at notorious rioters, as they call them, and

make a pretended show and figure, as though they were great stick-

lers for good order and government; although, at the same time,

every person of common sense who has had any acquaintaince and

knowledge of the controversy absolutely knows that our goodly

land, with the labour thereon, is the only subject matter and grand

object of the whole controversy
;
and give the New Yorkers but that,

and the matter w'ould be accomplished to their eternal satisfaction

;

and it is presumed the words riotous, disorderly, licentious, etc.,

would not be printed again on account of the New Hampshire
grantees and present occupants for the whole course of the succeed-

ing century.
“ ‘For the truth of the. case is, the executors of the law are most,

if not all, of them the pretended claimants to the lands whereon the

New Hampshire grantees and occupants dwell; and their judgments

on writs of ejectment, brought by the New York patentees, have not

hitherto failed to correspond with their imaginary interests
;
but were

they honest men they would not undertake to be judges in their own
case, or in any other wherein the resolution thereof would make a

precedent for their own, especially in title of land, wherein judge and

plaintiff are connected in one common interest. Such a distribution

of law is contrary to the law of reason and nations.
“

‘ Therefore our case stands thus : if we submit to their executions

of law and become obedient and submissive subjects of their design-

ing government, we must soon yield to be their tenants and slaves

;

and we cannot see reason to conform to any law which will appar-

ently bring us and our posterity into bondage, or manifestly deprive

us of our property. But inasmuch as w'e boldly adhere to the main-

tainance of our property, which to us is very precious, as it would be

to the New Yorkers was it in their hands, we find it is immediately

recommended to the Governor of the Province, by the general

assembly, to issue his Proclamation, offering therein large sums of



i8 VERMONT ILLUSTRATED

money to apprehend those notorious rioters, as they are pleased to

style them. It must, indeed, be shocking to common sense, when

the reader comes to observe what notorious complaints and most

horrid accusations are set forth in the resolves of the general assem-

bly of New York, mentioned in the fore part of this paper, against

thousands of hard labouring, industrious, honest peasants, who are

in truth loyal subjects of the crown of Great Britain, for their viola-

tions of law and government
;
when, at the same time, the following

express orders from his most sacred Majesty to that litigious govern-

ment of New York will plainly show that they do not make the least

hesitation to rebel and act in direct opposition to the authority of the

crown, when (as in the present case) they shew a disposition to

take advantage of the minor part of those under their government,

and throw them into contention and disorder, and thereby build their

fortunes on the ruin of the pretended aggressors (and all under spe-

cious pretence of good order and government) which is, in fact,

what they eventually aim at, as will appear by the following order

:

“ ‘At a Court of St. James’s, the 24th day of July, 1767,

Present

:

The King’s Most Excellent Majesty,

Archbishop of Canterbury, Earle of Shelburne,

Lord Chancellor, Viscount Falmouth,

Duke of Queensbury, Viscount Barrington,

Duke of Ancestor, Viscount Clarke,

Lord Chamberlain, Bishop of London,

Earl of Litchfield, Mr. Secretary Conway,

Earl of Bristol, Hans Stanley, Esq.

‘“The petition, and report thereon, by the Lords of trade and

plantation affairs, is too prolix to be inserted in this paper
;
the

royal order is therefore only transcribed, which is as follows

:

“‘His Majesty taking the said report into consideration was
pleased, with the advice of his privy council, to apptove thereof, and
doth hereby strictly charge, require and comma^td, that the Governor

or Commander-in- Chief of his Majesty’s Province of New York, for

the time being, do not, upon pain of his Majesty’s highest displeasure,

presume to make any ^rant whatsoever of any paj't of the lajids

described in the said report until his Majesty’s further pleasure shall

be known, concerning the same.

A true copy.

Attest: Geo. Banyar, Dep. Sec’ry.’

William Sharpe.
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“Notwithstanding this prohibition, and one or two more of the

same general import and from the same authority, the government

of New York have lapped their patents on the New Hampshire char-

ters, and in consequence thereof demand, at common law, the land

on which the New Hampshire grantees and occupants dwell
;
and

from hence has arisen the numerous troubles and disturbances

between the government of New York and its discontented subjects,

the settlers under New Hampshire. This has also been the souice

of all licentiousness and confusion, riotousness, etc., complained of

by that government against the settlers aforesaid.

“ And whereas the true state of. our grants hath been already

laid before the worthy lords of the board of trade and plantations,

and they having considered and wisely deliberated upon its several

circumstances, did on the third day of December, A. D. 1772, make

their report in favor of the New Hampshire grantees to his most

gracious Majesty, whose royal confirmation we daily expect; and on

the credit and good faith of this report many hundreds of industrious

(and many of them wealthy) families have purchased and moved

upon the New Hampshire grants, nothing doubting of that title.

“We therefore humbly report to the said general committee of

the New Hampshire grants, as our opinion,

“ I. That as we ever have, so for the future we will remain loyal

and faithful subjects to our most rightful sovereign George the Third,

and demean ourselves agreeable to the good and wholesome laws of

the realm, and fight for the dignity of his Majesty’s crown and gov-

ernment, at all times, when there may be a call for it, viewing him

as our political father and relying on him to be protected in our

property.
_ . ,

“ 2. That as we purchased lands of one of his Majesty s Gov-

ernors, and on the good faith of the crown of Great Britain, we are

determined to maintain those grants against all opposition, until his

Majesty’s royal pleasure shall be known in the premises.

“ And whereas we have never made any further resistance to

cTovernment than the law of self preservation, which the law of God

and nature enjoins on every intelligent, wise and understanding

being, we, therefore, are fully of the opinion to resolve,

“ 3. That such of the magistrates and governmental authority of

the Province of New York as have pursued and have been accessary

in the scheme of indicting our friends and neighbors as rioters, and

have, by intrigue and stratagem of various sorts endeavored to take

them and punish them as criminals, thereby to dishearten and terrify
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the New Hampshire settlers to that degree that they may tamely be

disinherited, have acted contrary to the spirit and design of the good
and righteous laws of Great Britain, which under a just administra-

tion never fail to secure the liberty and property of the subject, and
are thereby guilty of great inhumanity to its respective subjects.

We therefore resolve, That as a country we will stand by and

defend our friends and neighbors so indicted at the expense of our

lives and fortunes. And we would recommend it to the general

assembly of the Province of New York to wait the determination of

his Majesty relative to the title of those lands and desist from taking

us as rioters, to prevent the unhappy consequences that may result

from such an attempt.

“ And fourthly, and lastly, resolved. That, for the future, every

necessary preparation be made and that our inhabitants hold them-

selves in readiness, at a minute’s warning, to aid and defend such

friends of ours who, for their merit to the great and general cause, are

falsely denominated rioters; but that we will not act anything more
or less but on the defensive, and always encourage due execution of

law in civil cases, and also in criminal prosecutions, that are so

indeed
;
and that we will assist to the utmost of our power the offi-

cers appointed for that purpose.

“The foregoing arguments, narrations and resolves, being laid

before the general committee of_the New Hampshire grants, was read

sundry times, and carefully examined
;
and after mature deliberation,

Mr. Clarke, chairman, put the votes to trial, whether the foregoing

was approved of as an answer to the resolves of the general assembly

of the Province of New York, and it was passed in the affirmative.

And it was furthermore the advice of this committee, that the fore-

going be forthwith exhibited in the public papers, to the intent that

all officers, magistrates and persons whatsoever may know, that if

they presume to take the rioters aforesaid, they do it at their peril.

“ Certified by

:

Nathan Clark, Chairman,

Jonas Fay, Clerk.

Bennington, April 14, 1774.”

While the committees of the New Hampshire grants were pre-

paring their foregoing defense of the conduct of their constituents,

Gov. Tryon, in order to carry into effect the views of the assembly,

issued his proclamation, bearing date the 9th of March, 1774, offer-

ing a reward of one hundred pounds each for the apprehension of
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Allen and Baker, and fifty pounds each for the six others named in

said resolutions. On the same day an act for preventing tumultuous

an(' riotous assemblies in the counties of Charlotte and Albany, and

for punishing those concerned in them, passed the assembly
;
an act

which for its savage barbarity is probably without a parallel in the

legislation of any civilized country.”— (Gov. Hall). This act of

infamy, |which has been well termed “The Bloody Edict, was as

follows :

—

“ An Act for preventing tumultuous and riotous Assemblies in

the places therein mentioned, and for the more speedy and effectual

punishing the rioters.

“ Whereas, a spirit of riot and licentiousness has of late pre-

vailed in some parts of themounties of Charlotte and Albany, and

many acts of outrage and cruelty have been perpetrated by a num-

ber of turbulent men, who, assembling from time to time, in arms,

have seized, insulted and menaced several magistrates, and other civil

officers, so that they dare not execute their functions rescued

prisoners for debt—assumed to themselves military commands, and

judicial powers—burned and demolished houses and property, and

beat and abused the persons of many of his Majesty s subjects

expelled others from their possessions— and finally, have put a period

to the administration of justice within and spread terror and destruc-

tion throughout that part of the country which is exposed to then-

oppression ; Therefore for the preventing and suppressing such riots

and tumults, and for the more speedy and effectual punishing the

offenders therein.

“I. Be it enacted,|by his Excellency, the Governor, the Counci

and the General Assembly, and it is hereby enacted, by the authority

of the same, That, if any persons, to the number of three or more,

being unlawfully, riotously and tumultuously assembled, within etther

to, to the disturbance of the public peace, at any

time after the passing of this act, and being required or commanded

by any one or more justice or justices of the peace, or by the high

sheriff, or his under sheriff, or bv any one of the coroners of the

county where such assembly shall be, by proclamation to be made in

the King’s name, in the form hereinafter directed, to disperse them-

selves, and peaceably to depart to their habitations, or to their lawful

business, shall, to the number of three or more, notwithstanding such

proclamation made, unlawfully, riotously and tumultuously remain or

continue together, to the number of three or more, after such com-

mand or request made by proclamation, shall, for every such offence,
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upon conviction thereof, in due form of law, either in the supreme
court of judicature of this colony, or at the courts of oyer and termi-
ner, and general gaol delivery, or at the general sessions of the
peace, to be held respectively in and for the said counties of Albany
and Charlotte, or either of them, suffer twelvemonths’ imprisonment!
without bail or mainprize, and such further corporal punishment as

the respective courts before which he, she, or they, shall be convicted,
shall judge fit, not extending to life or limb; and before his or
her discharge, shall enter into recognizance with two sufficient sure-

ties, in such sum as the said courts shall respectively direct, to be of

good behavoiur, and keep the peace towards his Majesty and all his

subjects, for the term of three years from such, his, her, or their dis-

charge out of prison.

“2. (Gives the form of proclamation.)

“ 3. Aitd be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That
if any person or persons do, or shall, with force and arms, wilfully

and knowingly oppose, obstruct, or in any manner wilfully and
knowingly let, hinder or hurt any person or persons, who shall

begin to proclaim, or go to proclaim, according to the proclamation
hereby directed to be made, whereby such proclamation shall not
be made

;
that then every such opposing, letting, hindering or hurt-

ing such person or persons, so being or going to make such procla-

mation as aforesaid, shall be adjudged felony, without benefit of
clergy; and that the offenders therein shall be adjudged felons, and
shall suffer death, as in cases of felony without benefit of clergy :

And that also, every such person or persons, so being unlawful!}-,

riotously and tumultuously assembled to the number of three, as

aforesaid, or more, to whom proclamation should or ought to have
been made, if the same had not been hindered as aforesaid, shall, in

case they, or any of them, to the number of three or more, shall

continue together, and not forthwith disperse themselves, after such
let or hindrance, having knowledge of such let or hindrance, shall,

likewise, for every such offense, upon conviction thereof, in manner
aforesaid, sttffer the same pains and penalties as are hereby inflicted

on those who shall continue together to the number of three or more,

after they shall be commanded to depart to their habitations, or law-

ful business, by proclamation as aforesaid. 1

“4. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid. That
if such persons so unlawfully, riotously and tumultuously assembled,

or any three or more of them, after proclamation made in manner
aforesaid, shall continue together, and not forthwith disperse them-
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selves, it shall and may be lawful to and for every such justice of the

peace, sheriff, under-sheriff, coroner or constable, of any county or

township where such assembly shall be, and to and for such person

or persons as shall be commanded to be assisting unto such justice

of the
,

peace, sheriff, under-sheriff, coroner or constable (who are

hereby authorized and empowered to command all his Majesty’s

subjects ofjage and ability, to be aiding and assisting to them therein),

to seize and apprehend, and they are hereby required to seize and

apprehend such persons so unlawfully, riotously and tumultuously

assembled together, after proclamation made as aforesaid, and forth-

with to carry the persons so apprehended before anyone or more of

his Majesty’s justices of the peace of the said counties of Charlotte 01

Albany, in order to their being proceeded^against for such their

offences according to law.

“ ‘And that, if the persons so unlawfully, riotously and tumult-

uously assembled, or any of them, shall happen to be killed, maimed,

or hurt in the dispersing, seizing or apprehending them, by reason of

their resisting the persons so dispersing, seizing or apprehending, or

endeavouring to disperse, seize or apprehend them
;
that then every

such justice of the peace, sheriff, under-sheriff, coroner or constable,

and all and singular persons aiding and assisting to them, or any of

them, shall be freed, discharged and indemnified, as well against the

King’s Majesty, his heirs and successors, as against all and every

other person or persons of, for or concerning the killing, maiming

or hurting of any such person or persons so unlawfully, riotously

and tumultuously assembled that shall happen to be so killed)

maimed or hurt as aforesaid.

“5. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, That if

any person or persons, within the said counties, or either of them,

not being lawfully authorized a judge, justice or magistrate, shall as-

sume judicial power, or shall try, fine, sentence or condemn any per-

son who shall either be absent, or shall unlawfully or forcibly be

seized, taken or brought before him or them, for trial or punish-

ment; or if any person or persons shall aid or assist in such illegal

proceedings, or shall enforce, execute or carry the| same into effect;

or if any person or persons shall, unlawfully, seize, detain or confine,

or assault and beat any magistrate or civil officer, for or in the re-

spect of any act or proceeding in the due exercise of his function, or

in order to compel him to resign, renounce or surcease his commis-

sion or authority, or to terrify, hinder or prevent him from perform-

ing and discharging the duties thereof
;
or if any person or persons,
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either secretly or openly, shall, unlawfully, wilfully and maliciously,

burn or destroy the grain, corn or hay of any other person, being in

any inclosure; or if any persons unlawfully, riotously and tumult-

uously assembled together, to the disturbance of the public peace,

shall unlawfully, and with force, demolish or pull down, or begin to

demolish or pull down, any dwelling house, barn, stable, grist-mill,

saw-mill, or out-house, within either of the said counties: that then,

each of the said ojfences, respectively
,
shall be adjnged felony, with-

out benefit qf clergy; and the offenders therein shall be adjtidged

felons, and shall suffer death as in cases offelony, without benefit oj

clergy.

“ 6. And whereas complaint and proofs have been made, as well

before his Excellency the Governor in Council, as before the General

Assembly, that Ethan Allen, sometime of Salisbury, in the colony of

Connecticut, but late of Bennington, in the county of Albany, yeo-

man
;
Seth Warner, late of Bennington, in the said county, yoeman

;

Remember Baker, late of Arlington, in the said county, yeoman

;

Robert Cochran, late of Rupert, in the county of Charlotte, yeoman

;

Peleg Sunderland and Sylvanus Brown, late of Socialborough in the

same county, yeomen; James Breakenridge, late of Wallumshack,

in the county of Albany, yeoman
;
and John Smith, late of Social-

borough, yeoman; have been principal ringleaders of, and actors in,

the riots and disturbances aforesaid
;
and the general assembly have,

thereupon, addressed his Excellency the Governor, to issue a proc-

lamation offering certain rewards for apprehending and securing the

said offenders, and for bringing them and the other perpetrators and

authors of the riots to justice : And forasmuch as such disorderly

practices are highly criminal and destructive to the peace and settle-

ment of the county, and it is indispensably necessary for want of

process to outlawry (which is not used in this colony) that special

provision be made for bringing such offenders, in future, to trial and

punishment, without exposing the colony to the expense of extraor-

dinary rewards and bounties for apprehending such offenders.

“ Be it further e?iacted by the authority aforesaid, That it shall

and may be lawful to and for his Excellency the Governor, or the

Governor and Commander in Chief, for the time being, by and with

the advice of the council, as often as either of the above-named per-

sons, or any other person, shall be indicted in either of the counties

aforesaid, for any offence perpetrated after the passing of this act,

made capital by this or any other law, or where any person may
stand indicted for any of the offences above mentioned, not made
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felony by this act, to make his order in council, thereby requiring

and commanding such offender or offenders to surrender themselves

respectively, within the space of seventy days next after the first

publication thereof in the New York Gazette, and Weekly Mercury,

to one of his Majesty’s justices of the peace for either of the said

counties respectively, who are hereby required thereupon to commit

him or them, without bail or mainprize, to the gaol of the city of

New York, or of the city and county of Albany, to the end that he or

they may be forthcoming to answer the offence or offences wherewith

he or they shall stand charged, according to the ordinary course of

the law
;

which order the clerk of his Majesty’s council, or his

deputy, [shall cause forthwith to be printed and published in eight

successive papers of the New York Gazette and Weekly Mercury, the

two first of which to be forthwith transmitted to the sheriffs of the

counties of Albany and Charlotte
;
and the said sheriffs respectively

shall, within six days after the receipt thereof, cause the same printed

orders to be affixed upon the door of the court house of the county

of Albany, and upon the door of the dwelling house of Patrick

Smith, Esq., where the courts are now usually held for the said

county of Charlotte, and upon the doors of two other public houses

in each of their respetive counties. And in case the said offenders

shall not respectively surrender therriselves, pursuant to such orders

of his Excellency the Governor, or of the Governor and Commander

in Chief for the time being, to be made in council as aforesaid, he

or they
^
so neglecting or refusing to surrender himself or themselves

as aforesaid, shall, from the day to be appointed for his or their sur-

render as aforesaid, be adjudged, deemed, and (if indicted for a

capital offence hereafter to be perpetrated) to be convicted and

attainted offelony, and shall su,jfer death as in cases ofpersons con-

victed and attainted offelony by verdict andjudgment, without bene-

fit of clergy; and that it shall and may be lawful to and for the

supreme court of judicature of this colony, or the courts of oyer and

terminer or general gaol delivery, for the respective counties afore-

said, to award execution against such offender or offenders, so indicted

for a capital offence perpetrated after the passing of this act, in such

manner as if he or they had been convicted or attainted in the said

supreme courts of judicature, or before such courts of oyer and ter-

miner, or general gaol delivery, respectively. And if any offender,

being indicted for a lesser offence, under the degree of felony, shall

not surrender himself within the time fixed by such order, and after

such notice aforesaid, he shall thenceforth be deemed guilty of the
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offence for which he may be charged by such indictment
;

and it

shall be lawful for the court wherein such indictment is found, to

proceed to pronounce such judgment against the offender as might

lawfully be done if he was present in court, and convicted in the or-

dinary course of the law, of the crime wherewith he shall so stand

charged as aforesairl

“7. (Provides for stay of proceedings and for trial of persons

showing they were not in the proscribed|territory.)

“ 8. And be it further enacted by the same authority aforesaid.

That all and every person and persons who shall, after the expira-

tion of the time to be appointed, as aforesaid, for the surrender of

the respective offenders hereinbefore named, harbour, receive, con-

ceal, abet or succour such offender or offenders, knowing him or

them to have been required to surrender him or themselves by such

order or orders as aforesaid, and not to have surrendered pursuant

thereto, shall, upon conviction thereof, in due form of law, sicffer the

same pains and penalties as are, by this act, inflicted on those who

shall continue together to the number of three or more, after they

shall be commanded to depart to their habitation or lawful business,

by proclamation as aforesaid.

( To be continued).



In Weybridge.


